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and security. These men would barter comfort for
greatness. In their vain reveries, they forget that a
nation consists of individuals, and that true national
prosperity is no other than the multiplication of par-
ticular happiness.
But in fact, so far is it from being true that the
prevalence of real religion would produce a stagna-
tion in life; it would infallibly produce the Good -
very reverse: a man, whatever might be tow of a
his employment or pursuit, would be fur-poltoMm
nfohed with a new motive to prosecute ii^^9
with alacrity, a motive far more constant prevalence
and vigorous than any which merely human of vital
prospects can supply: at the same time, his ****"%
solicitude being not so much to succeed in whatever
he might be engaged in, as to act from a pure prin-
ciple, and leave the event to G-od, he would not be
liable to the same disappointments, as men who are
active and laborious from a desire of worldly gain or
of human estimation.   Thus he would possess the
true secret of a life, at the same time useful and
happy.   Following peace also with all men, and look-
ing upon them as members of the same family, en-
titled not only to the debts of justice, but to the less
definite and more liberal claims of fraternal kindness;
he would naturally be respected and beloved by others,
and be in himself free from the annoyance of those
bad passions, by which they who are actuated by
worldly principles are so commonly corroded.    If
any country were indeed filled with men, each thus
diligently discharging the duties of his own station
without breaking in upon the rights of others,^but on
the contrary endeavouring, so far as he might be
able, to forward their views, and promote their hap-
piness ; all would be active and harmonious in the
ft ame of human society.   There would be no

